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Greedy Cat 

by Joy Cowley, illustrated by Robyn Belton 
Adapted for the stage by Tim Bray 

Children’s Literature Consultant (Getting Kids Into Books)

This Teachers’ Resource Guide offers suggestions for classroom activities in relation 
to reading Greedy Cat by Joy Cowley, illustrated by Robyn Belton and to enhance the 
experience of of viewing Greedy Cat - Online by Tim Bray Theatre Company.

The questions and activities should be selected or adapted for the age level of your 
class. They will spark more of your own – this guide is certainly not definitive.

3DUW�2QH of the Guide could be used in preparatory classroom work before the children 
view Greedy Cat - Online.

3DUW�7ZR of the Guide, containing suggestions for follow-up activities after you have 
seen Greedy Cat - Online.



Copyright © Rosemary Tisdall 2020   3

Before you read the story

!

!!!!!"#$%&'()*!+!,#-./0&%!1'-2033!4567!

!

!"#$%&'(

)*+(,-./*0*123*45(64317($817987*:(&;3<<4(81=(>*?04:(>@31;317(

(

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

68! 9#!%#:!#;<!0!=0*>!9.-=&'?.!%#:&!=0*@-!.0*'<(!)0?'*-8!9#.-!'*!)0A.!0!B0A#:&'*.!B##2>!"#:32!
%#:!2.-=&'?.!'*!0-!0!C(&..2%!=0*D>!E)%!#&!;)%!<#*>!

48! E)%!2#!%#:!*)'<F!*)'-!=0*!'-!=033.2!G&..2%!"0*>!9'-=:--!0<2!=#/$0&.!'2.0-8!HB!).!;0-<@*!
=033.2!G&..2%!"0*I!;)0*!<0/.!;#:32!%#:!('A.!)'/>!

J8! K0F.!0!3'-*!#B!<0/.-!%#:!)0A.!B#&!%#:&!=0*!'<!%#:&!=30--L-=)##3!M:-.!0<%!$.*I!'B!<.=.--0&%N8!
E)0*!2#!%#:!<#*'=.!0?#:*!$.*!<0/.-!M=#/$0&.2!*#!-0%!):/0<!<0/.-N>!

O8! P'<2!#:*!;)0*!%#:!=0<!0?#:*!*).!0:*)#&I!Q#%!"#;3.%I!#<.!#B!R.;!S.030<2@-!/#-*!$&#3'B'=!0<2!
;.33T3#A.2!;&'*.&-!B#&!=)'32&.<8!U'-'*!).&!;.?-'*.V!)**$-VLL;;;8W#%=#;3.%8=#/8!X##F!0*!*).!
3#A.3%!$)#*#-!0<2!&.02!3#*-!#B!'<B#&/0*'#<!0?#:*!Q#%8!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!M":&&'=:3:/!G:'2.N!
!
X'-*.<'<(I!,.02'<(!0<2!U'.;'<(M6NY!Z$.0F'<(I!E&'*'<(!0<2![&.-.<*'<(M4N!\!!
X.A.3!]<.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
AB-2*44*4(81=(&0B80*73*4!
Z*:2.<*-!;'33V!!
^=_:'&.!0<2!?.('<!*#!:-.!-#:&=.-!#B!'<B#&/0*'#<I!$&#=.--.-I!0<2!-*&0*.('.-!*#!'2.<*'B%I!B#&/!0<2!.`$&.--!'2.0-8!!
A9B/-4*4(81=(89=3*12*4(
M6N!,.=#(<'-.!*)0*!*.`*-!0&.!-)0$.2!B#&!2'BB.&.<*!$:&$#-.-!0<2!0:2'.<=.-8!
M4N!,.=#(<'-.!)#;!*#!-)0$.!*.`*-!B#&!0!$:&$#-.!0<2!0<!0:2'.<=.8!
%=*84(
M6N!,.=#(<'-.!0<2!'2.<*'B%!'2.0-!;'*)'<!0<2!0=&#--!*.`*-8!
M4N!P#&/!0<2!.`$&.--!'2.0-!#<!0!&0<(.!#B!*#$'=-8!
$817987*(C*809B*4(
M6N!,.=#(<'-.!0<2!?.('<!*#!:<2.&-*0<2!)#;!30<(:0(.!B.0*:&.-!0&.!:-.2!B#&!.BB.=*!;'*)'<!0<2!0=&#--!*.`*-8!
M4N!a-.!30<(:0(.!B.0*:&.-I!-)#;'<(!-#/.!&.=#(<'*'#<!#B!*).'&!.BB.=*-8!
&0B9209B*(
M6N!,.=#(<'-.!0<2!?.('<!*#!:<2.&-*0<2!*.`*!-*&:=*:&.-8!
M4N!]&(0<'-.!*.`*-I!:-'<(!-'/$3.!-*&:=*:&.-8!
!
X.A.3!1;#!
AB-2*44*4(81=(&0B80*73*4!
Z*:2.<*-!;'33V!!
Z.3.=*!0<2!:-.!-#:&=.-!#B!'<B#&/0*'#<I!$&#=.--.-!0<2!-*&0*.('.-!;'*)!-#/.!=#<B'2.<=.!*#!'2.<*'B%I!B#&/!0<2!.`$&.--!
'2.0-8!
A9B/-4*4(81=(89=3*12*4(
M6N!Z)#;!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!)#;!*.`*-!0&.!-)0$.2!B#&!2'BB.&.<*!$:&$#-.-!0<2!0:2'.<=.-8!
M4N!Z)#;!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!)#;!*#!-)0$.!*.`*-!B#&!2'BB.&.<*!$:&$#-.-!0<2!0:2'.<=.-8!
%=*84(
M6N!Z)#;!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!'2.0-!;'*)'<I!0=&#--I!0<2!?.%#<2!*.`*-8!
M4N!Z.3.=*I!B#&/I!0<2!.`$&.--!'2.0-!#<!0!&0<(.!#B!*#$'=-8!
$817987*(C*809B*4(
M6N!Z)#;!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!)#;!30<(:0(.!B.0*:&.-!0&.!:-.2!B#&!.BB.=*!;'*)'<!0<2!0=&#--!*.`*-8!
M4N!a-.!30<(:0(.!B.0*:&.-!0$$&#$&'0*.3%I!-)#;'<(!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!*).'&!.BB.=*-8!
&0B9209B*(
M6N!Z)#;!-#/.!:<2.&-*0<2'<(!#B!*.`*!-*&:=*:&.-8!
M4N!]&(0<'-.!*.`*-I!:-'<(!0!&0<(.!#B!-*&:=*:&.-8!

https://www.joycowley.com/


Copyright © Rosemary Tisdall 2020   4

!

!!!!!"#$%&'()*!+!,#-./0&%!1'-2033!4567!

!

!"#$%&!'$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$()*$+,-.)/)012)34$53206$7806986):$';2<<3$80=$!)>/3:$!?20;206$

!

!

!

!

!

89! ,.02!0-!/0:%!#;!<#%!"#=3.%>-!?##@-!0-!%#A!B0:C!*).&.!'-!0:!.D*.:-'E.!3'-*!#:!).&!=.?-'*.!
A:2.&!FA?3'B0*'#:-9!G##@!0*!*).!'33A-*&0*'#:-!H!:#*.!*).!2';;.&.:*!'33A-*&0*#&!A-.29!I&.!*).!
-0/.!'33A-*&0*#&-!A-.2!;#&!033!#;!<#%>-!?##@-J!K)%!0&.!*).!?.:.;'*-!#;!A-':(!*).!-0/.!#&!
2';;.&.:*!'33A-*&0*#&-J!L:E'*.!0!$A?3'-).&!*#!B#/.!0:2!*03@!0?#A*!*).!$A?3'-)':(!$&#B.--9!

M9! N':2!#A*!=)0*!%#A!B0:!0?#A*!*).!'33A-*&0*#&O!,#?%:!P.3*#:9!G##@!0*!*).!,.02!QR!S;#&/.&3%!*).!
Q.=!R.030:2!P##@!"#A:B'3T!=.?-'*.U!)**$-UVV===9&.02W:X9#&(!#&!;#33#=!*)'-!3':@U!
)**$-UVV===9&.02W:X9#&(V=&'*.&V?.3*#:W&#?%:V!!

Y9! 1&%!*#!3#B0*.!033!*).!<#%!"#=3.%!?##@-!,#?%:!)0-!'33A-*&0*.29!,.02!*)./9!")##-.!%#A&!
;0E#A&'*.9!!

K&'*.!*#!.'*).&!#&!?#*)O!,#?%:!0:2!<#%O!*.33':(!*)./!=)0*!%#A!3'@.!0?#A*!*).'&!?##@-9!S<#%>-!
$#-*03!022&.--!'-!#:!).&!=.?-'*.TO!=&'*.!*#!,#?%:!BV#!,.02!QRU!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%!&'!(#!)*+!,+-$.+-$!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!/0$-#!)+1$2+1$!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!3-*+4%!56**-!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!78!9*+6:*;;!<;-##;!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!/#66=4>;*4!?@AA!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%!B!C?D!D!E@A!FFD?!
&&&&&&&&&&&&&'()*+!B!$%.=4G-#$%H4IJ*->!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!S"A&&'BA3A/!ZA'2.T!
!
@A'5%7$%&!'$B)C)<,.206$A=)83$
G.E.3![:.!
L:E.-*'(0*.!E'-A03!'2.0-!':!&.-$#:-.!*#!0!E0&'.*%!#;!/#*'E0*'#:-O!#?-.&E0*'#:!0:2!'/0(':0*'#:9!
G.E.3!1=#!
L:E.-*'(0*.!0:2!2.E.3#$!E'-A03!'2.0-!':!&.-$#:-.!*#!0!E0&'.*%!#;!/#*'E0*'#:-O!#?-.&E0*'#:!0:2!'/0(':0*'#:9!
!

https://www.read-nz.org/
https://www.read-nz.org/writer/belton-robyn/
mailto:admin@read-nz.org?subject=


Copyright © Rosemary Tisdall 2020   5

!

!!!!!"#$%&'()*!+!,#-./0&%!1'-2033!4567!

!

!"#$%&'"%())*+%%
!
,-./012%
!!!!!!!

3"4%5)67"&"89:"+;%<+:8=%/#8=>#="?%146()@+%#8$%A"B&+?%A':8*:8=?!

!

!

!

!

!

68! 1).&.!0&.!9:'*.!0!;.<!=&..2%!"0*!-*#&'.-!>-#/.!$:?3'-).2!?%!@.0&A'A(!B.2'0!0A2!-.C.&03!?%!
DE)#30-*'E!F.<!G.030A2H8!D..!';!%#:!E0A!;'A2!0-!/0A%!0-!%#:!E0A!0A2!&.02!*)./!0-!0!E30--8!
=&..2%!"0*!'-!E#A-*0A*3%!):A(&%8!I)'E)!-*#&%!?.-*!-)#<-!*)'-!*#!%#:J!<)%!'-!*)0*K!

48! L#<!/0A%!<#&2-!E0A!%#:!/0M.!#:*!#;!*).!3.**.&-!=,NNOP!"Q1K!B0M.!0!3'-*!0A2!E#/?'A.!*#!
/0M.!0!E30--!E)0&*8!R-.!0!2'E*'#A0&%!*#!3##M!:$!*).!/.0A'A(-!#;!0A%!A.<!<#&2-!%#:!3.0&A8!

S8! O.-E&'?.!*).!&.30*'#A-)'$!?.*<..A!=&..2%!"0*!0A2!T0*'.J!0A2!=&..2%!"0*!0A2!*).!$0&.A*-8!U-!
*).&.!0!2';;.&.AE.K!D'/'30&'*'.-K!

V8! I&'*.!0!-*#&%!0?#:*!%#:&!#<A!E0*W$.*!'A!-*#&%?##M!;#&/0*8!

X8! I&'*.!*#!0!$.*!-)#$!#<A.&WDY"QW3#E03!C.*!0A2!'AC'*.!*)./!*#!E#/.!0A2!*03M!0?#:*!-.A-'?3.!
.0*'A(!;#&!E0*-W$.*-8!

Z8! ['-'*!*).!DY"Q8!

\8! I&'*.!#:*!0!/.A:!#;!%#:&!;0C#:&'*.!2'AA.&8!F#<!<&'*.!#:*!=&..2%!"0*]-^!

_8! I&'*.!0!&.E'$.!>/02.!:$J!#&!&.03H!*)0*!%#:!E#:32!/0M.!;#&!=&..2%!"0*]-!?'&*)20%8!

78! `'A2!.a0/$3.-!#;!<#&2-!#&!'33:-*&0*'#A-!'A!*).!-*#&'.-!*)0*!0&.!$0&*'E:30&3%!bE0*]!*)'A(-8!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!>":&&'E:3:/!=:'2.H!
!
@'-*.A'A(J!,.02'A(!0A2!['.<'A(!c!C>D7)+"+%#8$%E>$:"89"+!
@.C.3!dA.!!
,.E#(A'-.!*)0*!*.a*-!0&.!-)0$.2!;#&!2';;.&.A*!$:&$#-.-!0A2!0:2'.AE.-8!
@.C.3!1<#!!
D)#<!-#/.!:A2.&-*0A2'A(!#;!)#<!*.a*-!0&.!-)0$.2!;#&!2';;.&.A*!$:&$#-.-!0A2!0:2'.AE.-8!



Copyright © Rosemary Tisdall 2020   16

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%&'()*!©+#,-./&%!0',1/22!3434!

"#$!%&'(!)*&'(*+!,(-./0!(&1*!2**3!451*3!&!6+-4+&77*$!8).09!)(5,!:!3-)5'*!;(-!5,!
&'<3-;/*04*0!&30!)(*5+!+-/*$!=-)*!)(*!3.72*+!->!6*-6/*!531-/1*0!53!6.))534!&!,(-;!-3?!
3-)!@.,)!)(*!&')-+,!9-.!,**!-3!,)&4*!2.)!)(*!A2*(530!)(*!,'*3*,B!'+*;$!

!
!"#$%!!
&'()*+,-'.'/01'23)%41/51/67)8'9:.1/6).+);.4'<27)=:<.101-:.1/6):/>)*+/.<1?@.1/67)A:/:61/6)B'9C)

!
!

"C$!D&)5*!5,!)*&,*0!29!(*+!7.7!&30!0&0!2.)!,(*!<3-;,!)(*9!&+*!-3/9!(&1534!>.3!;5)(!(*+E!
)(*9!(&1*!,-7*!(&669!/&.4(,!)-4*)(*+$!F5,)!)(*!05>>*+*3)!,'*3*,!;(*+*!)(*,*!-''.+$!
G(5'(!5,!9-.+!>&1-.+5)*H!!

"I$!J&0K!&30!)(*3!L.7K!)*&,*0!D&)5*!;(*3!,(*!;&,!4-534!)-!*&)!)(*!'(-'-/&)*!'&<*$!M-;!
050!9-.!>**/!;(*3!9-.!)(-.4()!D&)5*!754()!3-)!2*!4*))534!)(*!'&<*!&>)*+!&//K!2*'&.,*!->!
;(&)!J&0!;&,!,&9534H!M-;!;-./0!9-.!(&1*!>*/)!5>!9-.!;*+*!D&)5*H!J50!5)!+*,-/1*!
,&)5,>&')-+5/9H!

"N$!G(*3!J&0!5,!)*&,534!D&)5*!)(&)!,(*!0-*,3B)!/5<*!'(-'-/&)*!'&<*K!(*!6/&9,!5)!.6!&!25)!7-+*!
29!,&9534!,(*!5,!&//*+45'!)-!'(-'-/&)*K!-+!0&5+9K!-+!5,!4/.)*3!53)-/*+&3)$!O,*!)(5,!&,!&3!
-66-+).35)9!)-!05,'.,,!&//*+45*,K!,6*'5&/!05*),!,).0*3),!53!9-.+!'/&,,!7&9!(&1*$!P+!)-!
2+-&0*3!)(*!,).0*3),!&;&+*3*,,!->!-)(*+,B!,5).&)5-3,$!

"Q$!D&)5*!5,!05,&66-53)*0!R&30!*72&++&,,*0S!)(&)!T+**09!U&)!;-3!)(*!&;&+0!>-+!)(*!>&))*,)!
'&)$!J5,'.,,!(-;!(*+!6&+*3),!(*/6*0!(*+!'-6*!;5)(!5)!&30!+*3*;!(*+!+*/&)5-3,(56!;5)(!
T**09!U&)$!

VW$!X(*!2.)'(*+!)&/<,!&2-.)!)(*!+*'56*!>-+!(5,!,&.,&4*,!&30!;(*+*!)(*!-+5453&/!+*'56*!'&7*!
>+-7$!Y,<!)(*!,).0*3),!5>!)(*9!.30*+,)--0!;(*3!(*!)&/<*0!&2-.)!(5,!4+*&)Z4+*&)Z4+*&)!
4+&30>&)(*+!*)'$!J-!)(*9!(&1*!&!4+*&)!4+&306&+*3)$!F--<!&)![&75/9!M5,)-+9$!

V\$! ]3!)(&)!,&7*!,'*3*K!)(*!,(-6<**6*+!,&9,!(*!;5//!3**0!)-!4*)!&!05>>*+*3)!7*72*+!->!(5,!
>&75/9!)-!(*/6!L.7$!J5,'.,,!)(*!+*/&)5-3,(56,!->!.3'/*,K!3*6(*;,K!'-.,53,K!>&)(*+Z53Z/&;K!
,)*6!6&+*3)!*)'$!

V"$!J-*,!T+**09!U&)!*&)!(*&/)(5/9H!G(&)!0-*,!Y.3)!Y33!)+9!)-!0-!)-!(*/6!(57H!
VV$!J5,'.,,!;(&)!(*&/)(9!*&)534!5,!&30!;(9!5)!5,!576-+)&3)$!!

! !"#$%&'()*&+),-&%*,.%*"/,0"'+#",
!

"#$#%!&'#! (#%)*+,'-.+/-!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
:;$2#&-!/71!,)/&-!'1-/,!/<#6*!&-2/*'#7,)'$,!8'*)!#*)-&!$-#$2-!!
01#'*+*23!-#'-+*+$+*23!)'1!4#-/#5*!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
=-.#7,*&/*-!&-,$->*!*)&#6()!,)/&'7(!/71!>#?#$-&/*'#7!'7!(&#6$,@!
0'*#4/#4-,')%!-6+%%-!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
:;$&-,,!*)-'&!#87!'1-/,A!7--1,A!8/7*,A!/71!B--2'7(,!>2-/&2%!/71!2',*-7!*#!*)#,-!#B!#*)-&!$-#$2-@!
7#4-,')%!84,9*.!)'1!1#$#%,/:#'*!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
=-,>&'<-!B--2'7(,!/71!/,C!D6-,*'#7,!/<#6*!*)-'&!)-/2*)A!(&#8*)A!1-E-2#$.-7*A!/71!$-&,#7/2!7--1,!/71!8/7*,@!
!

"#$#%!;9,! (#%)*+,'-.+/-!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
F1-7*'B%!/71!1-.#7,*&/*-!8/%,!#B!./'7*/'7'7(!/71!-7)/7>'7(!&-2/*'#7,)'$,!<-*8--7!'71'E'16/2,!/71!8'*)'7!
(&#6$,!
01#'*+*23!-#'-+*+$+*23!)'1!4#-/#5*!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
=-,>&'<-!)#8!'71'E'16/2,!/71!(&#6$,!,)/&-!>)/&/>*-&',*'>,!/71!/&-!/2,#!67'D6-@!
0'*#4/#4-,')%!-6+%%-!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
:;$&-,,!*)-'&!'1-/,A!7--1,A!8/7*,A!/71!B--2'7(,!/$$&#$&'/*-2%!/71!2',*-7!,-7,'*'E-2%!*#!#*)-&!$-#$2-!/71!/BB'&.!
*)-.@!
7#4-,')%!84,9*.!)'1!1#$#%,/:#'*!
5*61-7*,!8'229!
=-,>&'<-!*)-'&!,*/(-,!#B!(&#8*)!/71!*)-'&!1-E-2#$.-7*!7--1,!/71!1-.#7,*&/*-!'7>&-/,'7(!&-,$#7,'<'2'*%!B#&!
,-2B?>/&-@!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%&'()*!©+#,-./&%!0',1/22!3434!

"#$!%&'()''!*+,-./*'!&0!12*!'234!42*5*!2*,/126!*,1&07!4,'!031!8*-30'15,1*89!&'!&1!
,((*.1,:/*!&0!12&'!'*11&07;!

"<$!=,>*!,!')&1,:/*!-*0)!./,0!?35!@5**86!A,1$!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

! !

!
!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!"##$%&'($)*'$%#+',++-*'+.."/*'01#2+/'3%)'4551*#/3#+/'6$*$#*'#+'*72++5*'#+'
"%7+1/3&"'5$#"/378'3%)'/"3)$%&'37/+**'#2"'*9"7#/1:'+.'72$5)/"%;*'5$#"/3#1/"<'

=+*":3/8'>$*)355'$*'3'?2$5)/"%;*'@$#"/3#1/"'?+%*15#3%#<'A2"'23*'3'#"372$%&'
)$95+:3'B$#2'3',0'$%'C)173#$+%D'3%)'3'E/+3)'-%+B5")&"'+.'3%)'93**$+%'.+/'



Copyright © Rosemary Tisdall 2020   17

Tim Bray Theatre Company is supported by:

Getting Kids into Books offers Author and Illustrator visits to schools to encourage literacy and 
reading across the spectrum of children’s literature.

Rosemary Tisdall is a Children’s Literature Consultant. She has a teaching diploma with a BA in 
Education, and a broad knowledge of and passion for children’s literature. She is Team Leader of 
Reading Services at National Library, Services to Schools. 

She is a Trustee of the Storylines Children’s Literature Charitable Trust, and Painted Stories (Te Tai 
Tamariki) an organisation that aims to preserve and archive New Zealand children’s book illustrations.

Rosemary is also on the Board of The Operating Theatre Trust (trading as Tim Bray Theatre 
Company) and suggests many of the titles for their productions.

TIM BRAY THEATRE COMPANY
Administered by The Operating Theatre Trust 
Studio 14, Lake House Arts Centre
37 Fred Thomas Drive, Takapuna
Auckland 0622, New Zealand
PO Box 46-104, Herne Bay, Auckland 1147
P 09 486 2261  
E info@timbray.org.nz
W www.timbray.org.nz


