STORY SUMMARY

Warning- Spoiler Alert! If you do
not want to learn about details
and surprises in the show, do not
read any further.

Destined to become leader of her tribe, no matter how hard she tries
to show her worth, Kahu’s koro (grandfather) won’t accept that a
kōtiro (girl) can take over his role of chief. But a rescue of the ancient
whale beached in the Whāngārā Harbour changes everything.
During this sensory relaxed performance, we have not changed the
plot, characters, or story from our standard performances. Instead,
we have done our best to adjust for sensory sensitivities and
preferences while still staying true to the spirit of the play, and we
provide as much information as possible so you can prepare in
advance for the show you are attending. Everyone is unique in their
requirements for enjoying the performance, and we have tried to
accommodate a wide range of preferences and needs. Please keep in
mind that you know your child best in deciding if this show will be
suitable for them, and that during a live theatre performance
unpredictable events and last-minute changes may occur.

There are eight scenes in the show.
§ Scene 1: Kahu and Paikea’s Whale
§ Scene 2: Helping Koro and Nani’s Friends
§ Scene 3: The School of Learning
§ Scene 4: Rākau Fight and the Whales Arrive
§ Scene 5: The Taonga
§ Scene 6: Kahu’s Speech
§ Scene 7: Paikea’s Whale Arrives
§ Scene 8: Kahu Saves the Whale
This story summary will give details about
each scene

Scene 1: Kahu and Paikea’s Whale
1/ A guitar begins and the actors
come on stage, singing the waiata
Uia Mai Koia. We meet Kahu, who is
played by an actor with a puppet
girl. We learn the story of Paikea’s
whale and Paikea’s magic spears and
the passing down the generations of
Paikea’s taonga.

2/ They tell us the story of Kahu’s birth - she is a
direct descendent of Paikea, but her grandfather,
Koro Apirana, is disappointed that Kahu is a girl and
not a boy. He decides to have nothing to do with her.
Kahu’s mother dies giving birth to her, and in his grief
her father Porourangi leaves for overseas. Kahu is
raised by her Koro, her Nani Flowers, and her Uncle
Rāwiri. The actors sing the waiata “A E I O U”, and
they use puppets of different sizes to show Kahu
growing up from a baby into a girl of eight years old.

Scene 2: Helping Koro and Nani’s friends
3/ Kahu tries to show her Koro that
she is just as good as any boy.
Dashing back and forth, she helps
collect firewood for a bonfire. She
drops a log on the floor, and Koro
isn’t impressed by her efforts. Kahu
asks Nani Flowers why Koro
doesn’t want her, and Nani
explains that all the first-born
decedents from Paikea have been
sons, until she was born. We see
an actor step onstage to throw the
last of Paikea’s magic spears.
.

4/ Nani Flowers’ friends Maka and
Mere want to play cards with Nani.
They laugh together about Koro’s
stubbornness. Mere keeps tripping
over the log. They leave to play
cards.

NOTE: When Kahu drops the log, it
will make a loud thunk on the floor.
You may wish to cover your ears.

Scene 3: The School of Learning
1/ Koro tells us that Whāngārā is in
trouble, suffering from drought and
empty fishing grounds. A noisy old
bus comes and takes people from
the village away to find work in the
towns. Koro blames Kahu for
difficult time. He wants all the boys
from the surrounding villages who
are Kahu’s age to come to Whāngārā
on a bus to a School of Learning, so
he can select the next chief from
among them.

2/ Nani Flowers welcomes the
boys to the marae, with Kahu
leading them. Koro teaches the
boys skills so one can become
the next leader of Whāngārā.
Kahu isn’t allowed to join in,
but she listens at the eaves and
doorways.

Scene 4: Rākau Fight and The Whales Arrive
3/ She watches the boys learn
rākau skills, and she practices and
gets very skilled. Hēmi, one of the
boys, challenges Kahu to a rākau
fight, and Kahu beats him. Koro is
angry with Kahu.

4/ A pod of whales swims in and
beaches themselves on
Whāngārā Beach. The people of
the village come to try to save
them, but the whales cannot be
rescued. Kahu is upset and
wonders if the whales’ death is
her fault.

Scene 5: The Taonga
1/ It is time for the final test for the
boys. Koro takes them out in his
waka, and he throws Paikea’s taonga
overboard into the ocean.
Whichever boy can retrieve the
taonga will be the next leader of the
village. Each boy tries, but none can
retrieve the taonga. Koro is
disappointed - all the boys have
failed. He takes them back to shore.

2/ Kahu greets Koro, and he
tells her that it’s her fault that
the taonga is lost. Gazing out at
the ocean, Kahu feels the pull
of the taonga lying at the
bottom of the ocean. Kahu asks
Uncle Rāwiri to take her out in
his boat. She dives down and
retrieves the taonga. She gives
it to Rāwiri to give to Koro.

Scene 6: Kahu’s Speech
3/ Kahu scampers off, and Nani
Flowers arrives. Rāwiri tells her
that Kahu saved the taonga, and he
gives it to Nani.
Nani Flowers and her friends Maka
and Mere arrive at the marae to
find seats for the end of term
performance.

4/ Kahu gives a speech she wrote
for her Koro, but Koro never
arrives. His seat, which is in the
audience, remains empty during
Kahu’s speech, and she is very
sad. Nani Flowers tries to
comfort her. Kahu sings Uia Mai
Koia at the edge of the sea.

Scene 7: Paikea’s Whale Arrives
1/ Far away, another pod of whales
is swimming to their sanctuary in
Antarctica. Among them is an
ancient bull whale - Paikea’s whale.
Paikea’s whale hears Kahu’s voice
and thinks she is hearing Paikea
calling for him. The ancient whale
swims for Whāngārā. He reappears
as a huge whale puppet, and
beaches himself on the sand.

2/ Koro Apirana speaks to the
people of Whāngārā about the
importance of saving Paikea’s
whale. He and Nani Flowers
gather supplies to help. Kahu
sees Paikea’s whale, and knows
that she is the only one who
can save him.

Scene 8: Kahu Saves the Whale
3/ Kahu climbs onto the whale and
encourages him back to sea. The
ancient whale swims away with
Kahu riding on his back. Nani
Flowers arrives just in time to see
Kahu leaving with the whale. She is
distraught to lose Kahu. Koro
arrives, and Nani Flowers hands
him Paikea’s taonga. He finally
understands that Kahu is the leader
he has been looking for.

4/ Kahu returns being tumbled
through the surf. She washes up onto
the shore at Whāngārā. Koro and
Nani rush in, and beg Kahu to wake
up. With a cough, Kahu wakes up she is safe. Koro gives Paikea’s taonga
to Kahu, and Kahu takes her place as
the next leader of the people of
Whāngārā.

