Meet the Team
Here you will learn about the actors for The Whale Rider
Find out which character is played by which actor and see a
photo of the character. In this show, the actors play several
different characters using puppets. Not all puppets are pictured
here, so check out the story summary to see more pictures.
This guide will give you an idea of the people you will see when
you come to see the show. This is the main team that you will
see; other people will be at the theatre who aren’t listed here.
A cast member was absent on the day our story summary and
meet the team photos were taken. During the sensory relaxed
performance, some roles will be played by different actors.
Before the sensory relaxed show, the actors will all introduce
themselves and the roles they are playing.

Musician

Kim Halliday is the musician. She plays guitar, ukulele, kalimba, and a
nose flute during the show.

Kahu and other characters

Erin O’Flaherty plays Kahu and other characters. Kahu is eight, she is
bright, energetic, and brave.

Koro Apirana and other characters

Christian George plays Koro Apirana and other characters. Koro is old and
grumpy, but he has a good heart and he cares deeply for his whānau.

Nani Flowers and other characters

Talia Pau plays Nani Flowers and other characters. Nani Flowers is wise
and kind, and she encourages Kahu to be herself. Talia was absent the
day the show photos were taken, so you will see Kat Glass, another
actor, in story summary photos in Talia’s roles.

Alternate Cast and other characters

These actors all play many different characters in the show. You
can see photos of them on stage in the story summary.

Awatea Timothy is an alternate
for Koro Apriana and plays
other characters, and he is
alternate musician.

Kat Glass is the alternate for Nani
Flowers, and plays other characters.

Jaeden Lawrie is an alternate
for Koro Apriana and plays
other characters.

Scene Guide

Rebecca Ansell is the Scene Guide. Before
the show, she’ll be helping the audience.
During the show, she will sit on stage next
to the Scene List, helping you know what’s
going to happen in the play.

Stage Manager

Katie Querin is the Stage Manager.
She will lead the pre-show
introduction before the show, to
introduce the lighting, set, actors, and
surprises in the show. She will be
backstage during the show.

